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situations. Such expressions contain a certain amount of
mythology, perhaps at present unavoidable. In par-
ticular the more autonomous group called the * con-
sciousness \ in whose language all explanations of other
less autonomous groups must be phrased, will neces-
sarily tend to write everything from its angle, and give
a peculiar twist to the description. Science itself is a
product of consciousness.
Experiment leads us to believe that the innervations
concerned in consciousness are phylogenetically the
most recent in evolution, and that the older the neurone
groups, the less modifiable they are in their behaviour,
i.e. the less they are able to * learn * by * experience *.
Hence they may be described as more infantile,
primitive, bestial, archaic or automatic, according
to the mythological language one is adopting at the
time.
In every innervation, however simple, the whole
system of neurones is really concerned* If we play a
chord on the piano, the strings we do not strike are as
much concerned as those we do, because the chord is
what it is being part of the well-tempered scale, and to
the chord contnbute also the wood, tie air of the room,
and our ears. Though consciousness deals with psychic
phenomena in its own terms, yet in all conscious phe-
nomena the innervations of the rest of the system are
concerned and their innate responses, modified or
unmodified, give all behaviour, including conscious
phenomena, the * ground* of their specific pattern.
Hence we may say that the Unconscious modifies all
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